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INTRODUCTIONS

Matt Uhl ðChairman

Kim Hardin ðVice Chair

Shelly Hartfield ðTreasurer

Andy Lemon ðGreenville Town Council



FOUNDING 

CONTEXT

Pre-1816

Bison Route from 

Illinois fields through 

Falls of Ohio to 

Kentucky Salt licks.



FOUNDING ERA

× Founded in May 1816, by 

Andrew Mundell and 

Benjamin Haines.

× First settlers started 

appearing early 1800õs.

× Many streets in Town have 

retained their original 

platted size and are as 

narrow as 9 feet wide.  



FIRST FAMILIES

Last names of original settlers include, but are not limited to:

-Boston (Robert), Wells (William), Brown (John & William), Mundell, Clark (John), Collins 

(Mordecai), and Woods (Isaac )

Immediately following were: 

-Abraham Coffman, John and James Taylor, Madison Martin, William Williams, William 

Ferguson, Jacob Miller, Amos and Johnathan Davis, Thomas Hobson, Adam Smith, 

Major Stewart, James Alward , Joseph Woodville, John Moore, John McCown , Jacob 

Floor, Morris Morris , Major Lucas, Benjamin Bower, Daniel Porter, William Foster, 

Benjamin Haines, Reuben Smith, Mathias Sappenfield , and Alexander Hedden .  (All are 

ca 1826 or before)



ANTEBELLUM PERIOD

1820õS ð1850õS



JOHN BAPTISTE FORD

JOHN B FORD - GREENVILLE

ÅApprenticed with uncle in Greenville, 1820õs.

ÅStarted mill on site of first post office, 1830õs.

ÅMarried his school teacher, Marry Bower from Greenville.

ÅBranched into pie safes, saddleworks , plate glass startup .

ÅSaid to have invented plated glass in the natural sand pits 

near Greenville.

ÅCousin of Washington C. DePauw.



ÅMoved to New Albany in 1854, started 

steamboat building company.  

ÅBecame known as òCaptainó John B 

Ford because of his work building 

steamboats.

ÅBuilt and operated as many as 38 

ships prior to closure.

ÅFounded New Albany Glass Works, ca 

1867, & later business interests.

JOHN BAPTISTE FORD

Louisville ~The People's Line Packet Wild Wagoner Arriving at the 

Levee in 1868ô ðJohn Stobart

JOHN B FORD ðNEW ALBANY



JOHN BAPTISTE FORD



NORMAN COLMAN

ÅBorn in NY (1827), moved to Louisville 

to attend law school at U of L.

ÅStarted law practice in New Albany, ca 

1849.

ÅHired as initial headmaster of 

Greenville Seminary, 1850.

NORMAN COLMAN
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NORMAN COLMAN

ÅMarried teacher Clara Porter.

ÅMoved in 1852 to Missouri to start 

agriculture -related magazine.

ÅLater named first US Secretary of 

Agriculture, 1889.

NORMAN COLMAN



1859 PLAT MAP



CIVIL WAR

1861 - 1865



MORGANõS RAID

ÅJohn Hunt Morgan Raid in July 1863.

ÅScouting parties and Copperhead 

activities included New Salisbury, 

Crandall, Palmyra, and Greenville.

ÅTroops reconvened in Salem on July 10, 

1863.



FRANCIS HIEQUIT



EPHRAIM GIRDNER

EPHRAIM GIRDNER

ÅUnion Private & Lieutenant, 

Indiana 66
th

Regiment Company 

H

ÅServed and captured at Battle of 

Richmond KY (POW) 1862

ÅReleased, later served with Gen 

Sherman 1863 -64



EPHRAIM GIRDNER



EPHRAIM GIRDNER



LATE 1800õS



JERSEY PARK FARM

ABRAHAM COFFMAN

ÅOne of earlier settlers of 

township

ÅBuilt farm around 1875

ÅAccumulated 780+ acres

ÅTransitioned farm to son John 

Spear Coffman, including dairy 

farm



JERSEY PARK FARM



SPEAR FAMILY & ACTIVITIES

ÅStarted resort farm in 1884.

ÅFourth of July picnic, dance 

pavilion, guest house.

ÅDairy provided products to 

Louisville hotels, including 

Brown Hotel

ÅListed on National Register 

1984

JERSEY PARK FARM



SIMPSON MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

ÅBuilt in 1899 in Gothic 

Revival style.

ÅFunds donated by Capt. John 

Baptiste Ford ($3,500 ).

ÅAndrew Carnegie donated 

toward the churchõs pipe 

organ.

ÅAdded to National Register of 

Historic Places in 2004 .



EARLY 1900õS



ÅMarch 26, 1908

ÅChimney from Wood family 

overheated, caught fire.

ÅWind -driven, consumed 

majority of town along both 

sides of Hwy 150.

Å24 buildings total were 

consumed, including post 

office & Greenville School.

GREENVILLE FIRE OF 1908



GREENVILLE FIRE OF 1908



GREENVILLE FIRE OF 1908



ROSCOE P MILLER

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL

Born in Greenville in 1876.

He was a pitcher in Major League Baseball who 

played parts of four seasons (1901 ð1904) with 

the Detroit Tigers, New York Giants and 

Pittsburgh Pirates.  

He was 39 -45 for his career with 198 strikeouts 

and a 3.45 ERA.

Millerõs rookie season in 1901 he pitched 35 

complete games which is still an American 

League Rookie record.  



RESEARCH CASE STUDY

Who is the guy on the baseball card?



EARLY 1900õS

LOCAL BUSINESSES



EARLY 1900õS

LOCAL BUSINESSES



EARLY 1900õS

LOCAL BUSINESSES



TOLL ROAD ENHANCEMENTS

EARLY 1900õS



NAFC Library

Indiana State Library

RESEARCH CASE STUDY ðC.V. GRAFT MILL

WHERE DO YOU THINK THE C.V. GRAFT MILL WAS LOCATED?



Graft Elevator/Graft Mill, east side of Main Street, Winchester, Indiana

Horse drawn school buses from White River Township and Wabash 

Township schools parked near the C.V. Graft Mill, Winchester, Indiana



GREENVILLE TOWN HISTORIC POPULATION 

TREND

US CENSUS DATA, 1880 TO PRESENT
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1950 ONWARD

NEW CHRISTIAN CHURCH EXPANDED SCHOOL


