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MINUTES OF TOWN COUNCIL MEETING OF OCTOBER 3 1994.

President Harold Hall called the meeting to order at 12:00 noon with Councilmember
Robert Williams and the Cierk TReasurer in attendance. Also in attendance
are those listed on the attached transcript taken by Janet Riggs.

The transcript presentedy Ms. Riggs are a part of these minutes.

Council approved claims presented by Ms. Janice Gibson, Water Utility.
President Hall noted that another meeting should be held to get necessary
answers on the Project Improvements and suggested this meeting be held on
Wednesday Oct. 5, 1994; this meeting not being a formal meeting thereby

no advertisement is needed.

No further business coming before the Council, Councilman Robert Williams
motioned for adjournment, seconded by President Hall.
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Harold Hall, President of the Council
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DISBURSEMENTS

FUNDS

GENERAL:

Salaries: Councilmembers
Clerk Treasurer
Employees'
Marshall/Deputy

FICA/Med Taxes-Employer
Stationery & Supplies
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Legal

Communication & Travel
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Insurance - Property
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Trash Removal
Repairs/Maint - Auto
Hydrant Rental
Indemnities

Bond Premimums
Organization Dues
Fire Protection
Education

| :
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LOCAL ROADS & STREETS:
Engineering
Repairs-Streets/Alleys

TOTALS- L.R. & S.
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Salaries

FICA/Med Taxes-Empioyer
Clothing Allow. - Marshall
Supplies - Garage
Supplies-Materials
Supplies - Other

Legal Services
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Comm. & Trans. Travel
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Trash Removal
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Repairs-Streets/Alleys
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DISBURSEMENTS

EUNDS: AMOUNT DISBURSED BALANCE IN
BUDGETED THIS MO. T0 DATE BUDGET
VEHICLE INSPECTION:
Travel & Trng. t 75 — - 75—
ACCIDENY REPORT:
Travel & Trng. 300 - - Joo. —
GUN_PERMIT:
Travel & Teng. 60 — Lo —
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and the job cuts.

“I think there’s cuts we can make before we
lay off people,” Meyer said, and he said he
didn't want to wait until the salary ordinance
next month to make them,.

The public debate included a heated exchange
between Cooper and County Clerk Dick Jones,
who said the layoffs in some county offices were
& payback for opposing Cooper’s plan for a job-
classification study last year.

GREENVILLE

4 ey .)UH.GMIJ MLUUULC  al LIS lil.h,
Kraft said. “But I'll need your support.”

Earlier, the council defeated Cooper’s propos-
al to have county workers sign a formal petition
saying whether they would Erefer a raise or give
it up to prevent layoffs, with the majority deter-
mining what would be done,

Opponents said that the petition would be di-
visive, that workers shouldn’t be asked to make
such a decision publicly, and that making the
decision is the council's job.

Town lays groundwerk
for sale of water system

By JOHN PILLOW, Staff Writer

The Greenville Town Council approved a res-
olution {ast night to begin negotiations to sell its
troubled water utility to Indiana-American Wa-
ter Co.

The council also reached an agreement that
calls for Indiana-American to become the fund-
ing and construction agent of the utility's expan-
sion project, regardless of whether it buys the
utility.

Greenville received approval from the Indiana
Utility «Regulatory Commission last month to
raise water rates 28.4 percent and to issue up to
$770,000 in bonds to pay for a much-needed ex-
pansion,” which includes

“We didn’t know Greenville had water prob-
lems until we saw articles in the paper and the
approval of the rate increase,” Hargraves said.
“We'll work with the community to keep up wa-
ter demand, and at the present I know of no
reason why the expansion project should not go
forward as planned.”

That is good news to the two dozen residents
who packed Town Hall last night,

Ervin Rickard, a member of the water utility
advisory board, weicomed the proposed sale.

The Town Council doesn’t “have the money
to run it. If I ran a business like they ran the
utility, I would have been bankrupt a long time

ago,” Rickard said.
. The Greenville * utility's

building a new water tank
&nd installing new lines. Last
night's action means the

bonds won't be issued and the { o ' GREENVILLE'®

rates will not be raised, S .
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In fact, if the council ap- g . HARRISON
<3

proves the sale, water rates

woes began two years ago

when the town's reservoir

was closed by the U.S. Envi-

ronmental Protection Agency

because the water didn’t meet
federal standards.

=4 Greenville had to buy water

would drop by 27.9 percent to = =184 from neighboring utilities,
bring the utility in line with [ c Q) and the Indiana Utility Regu-
what Indiana  American [N\ orydon latory Commission granted

charges New Albany resi- )
dents. A customer served by [ .
the Greenville utility who uses | .
5,000 gallons of water a
month now pays $19.45. )

“I just think selling the util- |Brandenburg
ity will be much better for the

the town a 34 petcent rate in-
crease to cover those costs.
But that still wasn't enough,
and the Town Council went

o - .| back to the commission in
j OHIO - May for a 46 percent rate in-

K E N TU oK Y| crease

town,” council member Pat
Sappenfield said,

e town, in essence, has virtually agreed to
sell the utility, but details of the contract still
have to be worked out,

Indiana-American serves 18 towns and cities
and has more than 156,000 customers.

Greenville's water utility is too small to ade-
quately serve its 1,100 customers and can’t han-
dle the town’s rapid expansion of recent years.
This summer residents were plagued by low wa-
ter pressure.

Richard Hargraves, president of Indiana-
American, said his firm has the expertise to run
the utility. Hargraves said that if all goes well,
the sale could be completed by April.

STAFF MAP BY STEVE DURBIN

In June the Town Council
voted to remove the utility
from the purview of the regulatory commission,
as has been done with many non-profit utilities
like Greenville’s, since that became possible five
years ago.

That move was challenged by a coalition of
residents and was to be on the November batlot,
In the meantime the state commission granted a
28 percent rate increase.

Wayne Martin, who has led the fight against
the rate increase, said the Town Council should
have tried to sell the utility years ago.

“It was cbvious a long time that this was the
direction things were going to take, It is the only
feasible solution,” Martin said,
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